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It was a clarion call to mission schools to transform and go to the next level!
Around 450 Christian educators, church leaders, mission school board members and parents in Sabah converged enthusiastically to deliberate how they could together bring about positive change to education in Sabah. 
The day-long forum organised jointly by the Sabah Council of Churches (SCC) and the Commission of Sabah Affairs (COSA) on 13th May 2017 in Sacred Heart Church was driven by the robust theme “Making a Difference – Taking Our Schools to the Next Level.” 
The newly formed Sabah Inter-D Education Committee (SiEC) initiated by SCC and COSA anchored the momentous  forum. 
The Right Reverend Bishop Melter Tais, the President of SCC kicked off the forum with a rousing call to reclaim the ethos, character and tradition of mission schools. 
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The Right Reverend Bishop Melter Tais talking to the crowd in his key note address. 










Even though the mission schools have played a significant role in the past by providing quality and a distinctive environment for education based on Christian values, yet this distinctiveness has sbeen eroded through the years. 
He emphasised that Mission Authorities must rise up to assert their ownership of the mission schools by exercising the accepted agreement of maximum consultation for the appointment of Christian head teachers and teachers in mission schools, rekindle Christian practices such as prayers and celebration of Christian Festivals as their godly heritage and legacy and be more proactive in providing leadership to the school. 
He also urged churches to encourage Christian youth to take up teaching as their vocation. 
The forum then separated into three tracks, namely, the pre-school track, the primary school track and the secondary school track. 
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The 450 strong crowd of teachers, administrators, school boards, church leaders and parents at the forum. 













For each track, experienced and leading Christian educators in Sabah, presented working papers from their collective perspective on the issues and actions that could be carried out. The participants then went into a workshop session to decide what issues to tackle collaboratively in the year ahead. 
[image: ]
Madam Dora Loi, headmistress of St. Francis Convent Primary School conducting the Primary School Track. 












After enthusiastic brainstorming sessions, the three tracks reported their plan for action to be taken for the year ahead. 
The Pre-school track decided to form a Sabah Mission Kindergartens’ Committee (SMKC) that will serve as a platform  to help cater to the needs of the 226 church-based kindergartens in Sabah. They will conduct induction and leadership courses for School Heads and Board of Governors. 
Together, they will also seek to equip kindergarten teachers with the calling, aptitude and skills for teaching in these Church-based kindergartens. They proposed the sharing of resources and curriculums including how to incorporate Christian education activities into the daily lessons. 
They even harboured ambitions to run parenting workshops to help strengthen family relationships as well as parenting skills. 
The Primary School and Secondary school tracks identified rather similar issues that needed to be tackled. 
Leadership training for School Heads to understand and uphold the ethos, character and traditions of Christian mission schools in collaboration with their respective school boards will be organised as the first steps towards restoring  Christian values and approaches that will make a positive impact in the learning environment of the schools. 
The welfare of the teachers was also an agenda that was widely discussed. District-level celebrations to appreciate the hard work put in by teachers will be conducted to motivate teachers to continue giving their best in their calling as Christian teachers. Churches are encouraged to hold a Teachers’ Day celebration as part of their calendar of activities. 
Courses that help equip teachers in the latest of 21st Century Education, Higher Order Thinking Skills and the use of educational technology to enhance learning amongst their students was also decided upon. 
The tracks also saw the great need to address the many social issues faced by children and youths these days such as addictions to social media, gaming, substance abuse, pornography and sexual immorality. The need to build Christian students in the foundations of their Christian faith was also a matter that needed serious attention. 
But the key to tackle these issues is to train and equip Christian teachers in the various schools and districts to be able to “shepherd the flock” because they are already in the schools and have close contacts with students. Various Christian organisations that already have worked amongst students will be called to pool resources and personnel in the Schools Ministry Committee which is an arm of SiEC. 
All of these and more were stipulated clearly in the 26 resolutions declared at the end of forum. 19 of the resolutions pertained to maintaining the status and special character of mission schools whilst the remaining 7 resolutions called for support, networking and collaboration amongst the various subgroups in SCC and COSA. 
This forum was a launching pad to greater and intentional collaboration amongst the mission authorities towards making mission schools the school of choice where students are truly prepared to face the challenges in the world. The aspirations are high and the scope is wide but the enthusiasm and resolve are real to move the mission schools to the next level. 
What was obvious was that the clarion call was not to accept the status quo but to actively seek to do something outside the box to help mission schools regain their status. With faith, hard work and collaboration, the participants joined hands and hearts to trust in a big God to reach their collective goals. 
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SCC & COSA EDUCATION FORUM - 13 MAY 2017 @ SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL MAKING A DIFFRENCE: TAKING OUR SCHOOLS TO THE NEXT LEVEL
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